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Place of holding sessions of trial court as affecting validity of its proceedings, 18 A.L.R.3d 572 


Generally, a state constitutional or statutory provision fixes the permanent physical location for the conduct of court,! such as 
at the county seat,” from which location the court generally may not deviate.* However, it is not improper for a court to sit at a 


place outside a county seat where a statute so provides.“ Under some statutes, the chief judge of the district court has authority 
to designate the places or location within the district where a district judge shall sit, and venue provisions do not require the 
court to sit in the political subdivision where a violation took place. Rather, venue in most instances is proper in the district 


where the violation took place.” 


District judges may be authorized to perform their judicial functions with respect to county district court matters at a single 


location in the county, which need not be at the county seat.° 
© 2023 Thomson Reuters. 33-34B © 2023 Thomson Reuters/RIA. No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works. All rights reserved. 


Footnotes 
1 State v. Burford, 136 W. Va. 472, 67 S.E.2d 855 (1951). 
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2 County of Greensville v. City of Emporia, 245 Va. 143, 427 S.E.2d 352 (1993). 

3 State v. Burford, 136 W. Va. 472, 67 S.E.2d 855 (1951). 

4 Baker v. Dorchester County Council, 315 S.C. 143, 432 S.E.2d 468 (1993). 

5 City of Rockford v. 63rd Dist. Court, 286 Mich. App. 624, 781 N.W.2d 145 (2009) (also holding that the 


small claims division is an exception, in that it must sit in cities with a population of 3,250 or more, though 
it is not required to do so more than once every 30 days). 


6 City of Littleton v. Board of County Com'rs of Arapahoe County, 787 P.2d 158 (Colo. 1990). 
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